32

H. P. Blavatsky, after quoting from Plutarch a descrip-
tion of the man after death:

Here you have onr doctrine, which shows man a septenary
during life; a quintile just after death, in Kamaloka.1

Prana, the portion of the life-energy appropriated by
the man in his embodied state, having lost its vehicle,
the ethereal double, which, with the physical body, has
slipped away from its controlling energy, must pass
back into the great life-reservoir of the universe. As
water enclosed in a glass vessel and plunged into a tank
mingles with the surrounding water if the vessel be
broken, so Prana, as the bodies drop from it, mingles
again with the Life Universal. It is only "just after
death " that man is a quintile, or fivefold in his constitu-
tion, for Prana, as a distinctively human principle,
cannot remain appropriated when its vehicle disinte-
grates.

The man now is clothed, but with the Kama Rupa^
or body of Kama, the desire body, a body of astral
matter, often termed (< fluidic," so easily does it, during
earth-life, take any form impressed upon it from with-
out or moulded from within. The living man is there,
the immortal Triad, still clad in the last of its terres-
trial garments, in the subtle, sensitive, responsive forms

^Key to Theosophy, p. 67.